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THE LIBRARY COMMISSION LOSES ITS CHAIRMAN 


It is with profound regret that we must record here the death on 
January 27, 1941, of Dr. Joseph Schafer, Chairman of the Wisconsin 
Library Commission. 


On becoming Superintendent of the State Historical Society of Wis- 
consin in 1920, Dr. Schafer by law became a member of the Com- 
mission. At his first meeting on May 14 in that year he was elected 
Vice-Chairman and was annually reelected to that office until 1933. 
At the annual meeting on May 4, 1933, Dr. Schafer was elected 
Chairman, succeeding Mr. Lacher, who had resigned, and had con- 
tinued as Chairman until his death. 


Although concerned primarily with the field of history, Dr. Schafer, 
with the thoroughness and sense of responsibility so characteristic 
of him, had given close attention to his work on the Commission, and 
he had never been too busy to consider the many matters which were 
discussed with him particularly since he became Chairman. His sound 
judgment has always been of great value in the consideration of 
difficult questions which have faced the Commission from time to 
time. 


Library work in the state has lost a wise and discerning friend, and 
the members of the staff particularly will miss his understanding 
advice in the administrative problems which they have found occasion 
to bring to his attention. 














WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN January, 1941 


LIBRARIES AND DEMOCRACY 


By Alice M. Farquhar, W. L. S. 1912 
Readers Adviser, Chicago Public Library 
Chairman A. L. A. Adult Education Board 


“Success in any democratic undertaking must proceed from the individual. It is 
possible only where the process of perfecting the individual is pursued.”, The Adult 
Education Board believes with Justice Brandeis that democracy is a personal way 
of life and that national democracy is the sum total of all our personal lives. 

We recognize that in the emergency defense program there are three fronts— 
military, economic, and moral—but we feel that it is on the moral front that the 
library must play the biggest part. For adequate military or economic defense will 
be useless without a strong moral defense. Someone has said that armies fight as 
the people think. We must guide the people in their thinking. Harry Gideonse warns 
us that it is heresy to think that if we take care of the economic things of life, 
everything else will take care of itself. De Tocqueville warned us one hundred years 
ago that we must be more concerned with the spiritual man in a democracy than in 
any other form of government. If each one of us is living the kind of personal life 
a democracy calls for, we will automatically be prepared for any emergency. 


Now the kind of individual we need in a democracy is one who has faith in the 
ordinary man, who believes in liberty, equality, and justice to the extent of practic- 
ing them. He is honest and kind on Monday as well as on Sunday; he is tolerant 
and sincere in his relations with other people; he is flexible in adjusting himself to 
changing times and in working with others; he is informed on national problems 
and ideals; he meets propaganda with information and understanding instead of 
fear and ignorance; and he has what Somerset Maugham called recently the “hum- 
drum compliment of everyday virtues.’ He is one who understands and esteems our 
democratic heritage. 

We have no illusions as to the difficulty of the task of building up such a citizenry 
nor as to length of time that it will take. But neither have we any illusions about 
our great responsibility and opportunity, which we share with the church, the school, 
and the home. 

The job seems to me to be one of stressing values and duties. The first task will be 
to overcome indifference and stimulate interest in democracy. We must convert those 
people in the United States who now prefer some form of totalitarianism to democ- 
racy. We must rouse the great majority who have taken their democracy for granted 
and forgotten that it is something which must be rewon in every generation. We 
must show the people in this country who no longer believe in individual freedom 
that they are wrong. We must show people what life will be like if they lose 
democracy. 

After people become interested, the next task is one of education as to the real 
meaning of democracy—showing that democracy is not something remote, going on 
in Springfield or Washington, but something that has to do with our actions every 
day. This education may take the form of help in combatting propaganda against 
democracy. It may well include calling attention to the dangers which threaten 
democracy from without or within, as our new list tries to do.. It should certainly 
include education in social understanding and the fine art of living together. 

The French historian Guizot once asked James Russell Lowell how long American 
democracy would last, and Lowell replied, “as long as the ideas of the forefathers 
continue to dominate.” We must teach these basic ideas—justice, truth, worth of the 
individual, dignity of labor, civil liberty, cooperation. We cannot do this by lists 
alone. We have made some good ones and distributed them by the thousands, but 
comparatively few read the books recommended. Our job is only half done. A good 
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list must be dramatized, as Bernays says, “massaged into the consciousness of the 
people.” This will require ingenuity, imagination, and an eye for the dramatic. 
It will mean constant repetition of the democracy theme in every form of publicity. 

This process of creating personal democracy seems to me to be especially a job 
for the public library. Because of the immediacy of the crisis, it is a job of adult 
education. It is not a task that can be done by one individual or by one department. 
It will require the united and best effort of all library departments and staff mem- 
bers. It is a challenge that will mean learning new techniques and using new 
materials. But it is a challenge that we must meet if our American way of life is 


to endure. 


Presented at A. L. A. Council, December 29, 1940 
—American Library Association Bulletin, January, 1941 
1 Louis PD. Brandeis in Journal of Adult Education January, 1940 


2 “The Dangers to Democracy” in uA. 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The forty-ninth annual meeting of the 
‘Wisconsin Library Association met in 
Fond du Lac at the Hotel Retlaw October 
10th to 12th, 1940. 

Among the outstanding speakers was 
Mr. Norman Cousins, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Saturday Review of Liter- 
ature, who spoke on “Books and World 
Affairs,” pointing out the trends in con- 
temporary history as brought out in 
books of today. Kenneth Horan was the 
speaker at the banquet on Friday even- 
ing. Her talk, “Books and Bustles,” fol- 
lowed the traditions in American life as 
exemplified by current novels. Mr. George 
C. Allez, Associate Director of the Wis- 
consin Library School, spoke before the 
trustees at dinner Thursday evening. His 
talk was on objectives in library service 
in the current crisis with strong emphas- 
is on the needs of democracy. Professor 
Cyril Houle of the University of Chicago 
spoke on “New Leadership in the Li- 
brary” before the Adult Education 
Round Table, and Dr. Bernice Leary of 
Row, Peterson and Company talked on 
“Adjusting Reading Experiences to Chil- 
dren’s Interest and Needs” before the 
Children’s Section. Miss Judith Waller 
of NBC, Chicago, gave very practical 
suggestions on preparing and giving 
broadcasts, and Mr. Harold A. Engel, 
director of WHA of the University of 
Wisconsin, talked on listening hours in 
libraries and of book tie-ups with broad- 
casts. 

Among the important matters which 


came up before the Association was the 
report of the Wisconsin Guide Commit- 
tee. The Association is to sponsor the 
Guide, and arrangements have been 
made with Duell, Sloan and Pierce for 
publication. At the suggestion of the 
State Aid Committee the Association 
voted to ask the Wisconsin Library Com- 
mission to include in its budget a sup- 
plementary budget of one-hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars annually for “the 
extension, improvement, stimulation and 
equalization of library service to the 
people of the whole state.” The former 
plan was to introduce a bill for state aid 
to libraries to the Legislature. The com- 
mittee is to be hereafter known as the 
“Committee for State-Wide Library 
Service.” 

A proposed change in the Statutes of 
the State of Wisconsin to allow for the 
payment of trustee’s expenses to con- 
ventions and meetings was introduced by 
the Legislative Committee. The Associa- 
tion went upon record as being in favor 
of the change. 

Minutes of the Business Meeting 

The first business meeting was called 
to order by the President, Mrs. Nancy 
Thomas, at 9:30 in the ballroom of the 
Retlaw Hotel, Fond du Lac, Friday 
morning, Oct. 11, 1940. 

Mrs. Thomas presented greetings from 
the Michigan Library Association and 
from Miss Essae M. Culver, President 
of the American Library Association. 

Miss Aileen MacGeorge moved that the 
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minutes of last year’s business meeting 
as printed in the April issue of the Wis- 
consin Library Bulletin be accepted. Miss 
Leila Janes seconded the motion which 
was carried. 

Mrs. Mary T. Ryan, Assistant Super- 
visor, School Library Department of 
Public Instruction, reported on the book- 
mobile project, sponsored by the Chil- 
dren’s Librarians’ Section of the Wis- 


consin Library Association. She spoke of ° 


the need for money to buy supplies for 
the bookmobile. Miss Laura Olsen moved, 
and Miss Bryant seconded the motion 
that Mrs. Ryan’s report be accepted. 
Mrs. Ryan moved and Miss Daisy Trill- 
ing seconded a motion that the Chil- 
dren’s Section express its appreciation 
to the American Legion for their finan- 
cial support of the bookmobile for boys 
and girls. The motion was carried. Mr. 
Norman Bassett moved that the appro- 
priation of a sum of money for supplies 
for the bookmobile be left to the discre- 
tion of the Executive Board. The motion 
was lost. Miss Natalie Huhn moved and 
Miss Mary DeJonge seconded a motion 
that a sum of money up to $50.00 be 
given from the Scholarship Fund of the 
Association to the bookmobile project for 
supplies. The motion was carried. 

Mr. Clarence Paine gave the report 
of the Wisconsin Guide Committee for 
Miss Dena Babcock and his own report 
as Chairman of the sub-committee for 
the Guide. Miss Martha Merrell moved 
and Miss Helen Farr seconded the mo- 
tion that the reports be accepted. Motion 
carried. 

Miss Helen Farr, Chairman of the 
Committee on Salaries and Personnel, 
gave her report. It was in the form of 
a report of the A. L. A. publication, 
“Organization and Personnel Procedure 
of the * * * Library.” Mr. George C. 
Allez moved that Miss Farr’s report be 
accepted. Miss Krause seconded the mo- 
tion which was carried. 

Miss Hazel Medway gave a report for 
the Committee on Adult Education which 
upon motion by Miss MacGeorge, second- 
ed by Miss Trilling, was accepted. Miss 
Hazel Laing gave the report of the 
Nominating Committee which was ac- 
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cepted as read. Miss Natalie Huhn gave 
the report of the Certification Commit- 
tee. Mr. Lester discussed the certifica- 
tion law and what possible changes 
might be made in the law. Miss Huhn 
recommended the report be accepted and 
the motion was carried. 

Mrs. Eva Landis reported for the Civ- 
il Service Committee, and a discussion on 
civil service for libraries, pro and con, 
followed. Miss Annie Nunns moved the 
report be accepted. The motion, seconded 
by Miss Grace Atherton, was carried. 

Miss Marie Barkman gave the report 
of the State Aid Committee. A discus- 
sion of the new plan for library cover- 
age, recommended by the committee, fol- 
lowed. Miss Barkman’s committee recom- 
mended that instead of a bill asking for 
state aid, a supplementary budget for 
library service be added to the budget 
of the Wisconsin Library Commission. 
Mr. Lester discussed state aid plans as 
carried out in Illinois, Michigan, and 
Ohio. Mr. Allez moved that the report 
be adopted and also moved that the 
Legislative Committee and the Executive 
Board be empowered to make _ such 
changes in procedure as might be neces- 
sary during the legislative session of the 
Wisconsin Legislature. Miss Merrell se- 
conded the motion which was carried. 
The sense of this motion was that the re- 
quest for state aid might be changed to 
the form of a bill if this was thought ad- 
visable during the year. The meeting ad- 
journed until Saturday morning by order 
of the President. 

The adjourned business meeting con- 
tinued on Saturday morning, October 
12th, in the ballroom. Miss Irene Rowe 
gave the Treasurer’s report. A total reg- 
istration through Friday night of 209, 
not including the trustees who attended 
the Trustees’ Dinner, was reported. Fif- 
ty-eight new members were added this 
year and 29 reinstated. Miss Jennie T. 
Schrage moved the report be accepted. 
Miss Barkman seconded the motion, and 
it was carried. 

Miss Katherine Connelly reported on 
the Exhibits. Miss Merrell moved and 
Miss Barkman seconded that the report 
be accepted. Motion carried. Miss Marion 
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Langdell reported for the Publicity Com- 
mittee. Miss May Hart moved that the 
report be accepted, Miss Marion Spear 
seconded the motion and it was carried. 
Miss Aileen MacGeorge gave the report 
of the Constitution Committee. She 
moved and Miss Trilling seconded that 
the change in the wording of Article 6 
of the Amendments of our Constitution, 
as given in the call for the meeting, be 
made. The motion was carried. She also 
moved the following change in the By- 
Law 1, paragraph 2, sentence 3; the by- 
law shall read: Ballots shall be mailed 
and returned to the Secretary in sealed 
envelopes bearing on the outside, “Of- 
ficial Ballot.” These sealed envelopes 
shall be enclosed in envelopes bearing 
the name and address of members voting. 
Members who have not voted by mail 
may do so at the annual convention by 
the above procedure. 

Miss Rowe seconded the motion which 
was carried. Miss MacGeorge also moved 
the omission of By-law 3 from the Con- 
stitution. Mrs. Kohli seconded the mo- 
tion, and it was carried. 

Miss Dagney Borge, chairman of the 
Legislative Committee, gave the report 
of the committee. She suggested the fol- 
lowing change in the Wisconsin Statutes, 
43.26 (1). “No compensation shall be 
paid to the members of any municipal 
library board for their services as such, 
but they may be reimbursed for their 
actual duties outside the municipality 
as authorized by the Board.” Miss Borge 
moved that this change be part of the 
work of the Legislative Committee for 
the coming year. Miss Barkman seconded 
the motion, carried. 

Miss Schrage moved that the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association become a mem- 
ber of the Joint Committee on Education 
in Wisconsin. Miss Spear seconded the 
motion which was carried. Miss Trilling 
gave the report of the tellers as follows: 
for President, Miss Dagny Borge; Vice- 
president, Miss Sybil C. Schuette; Treas- 
urer, Miss Helen Dresser; Secretary, 
Miss Margaret Nordholm. 

Miss Laura Olsen gave the report of 
the Resolutions Committee which she 
moved be adopted. Upon second by Miss 
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Barkman the motion was carried. Miss 
MacGeorge moved that the Association 
send Mary K. Reely a telegram telling 
her how greatly she was missed and that 
a confirming letter be sent to Madison. 
Miss Hart seconded the motion which 

was carried. 
Upon motion the meeting adjourned. 
Sysit C. SCHUETTE, Secretary 


State Aid Committee 


A survey was made by the State Aid 
Committee of the possible methods that 
might be adopted by the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association in its efforts toward 
adequate library coverage in the state. 
District meetings were attended and sub- 
committee members appointed to the 
State Aid Committee in order to obtain 
closer contact with the various districts. 
Letters were written to legislators and 
possible legislators, as well as to librari- 
ans and friends of libraries, in an effort 
to ascertain attitudes toward wide-spread 
library service in the state and methods 
of realizing success. Farmers’ Bulletin 
no. 1847 entitled “Rural Library Serv- 
ice” was used in publicity work. 

On September 7 the Committee met in 
Madison with members of the executive 
board, Mr. Lester, Mrs. Davis and Miss 
Schrage. After thorough discussion it 
was unanimously decided that the Com- 
mittee work on the idea of furthering 
the policies and efforts of the Library 
Commission at the same time that we 
endeavored to make library service more 
extensive. In consequence, the Commit- 
tee suggests a resolution that the As- 
sociation request the Free Library Com- 
mission to include in its budget for the 
next biennium a proposal in substantially 
the following terms: 

Subsection (4) of section 20.14 of the 
statutes is created to read: There is ap- 
propriated from the general fund to the 
Free Library Commission: (20.14) (4) 
Annually, beginning July 1, 1941, one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars for the 
extension, improvement, stimulation, and 
equalization of library service to the 
people of the whole state as the most 
widely spread agency in general educa- 
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tion for democracy and as a source of 
materials relating to national prepared- 
ness. Such fund shall be administered 
and allocated by the commission under 
rules and regulations adopted by the 
commission and directed solely to ac- 
complish such purpose. Such rules and 
regulations, in providing for the alloca- 
tion of funds, shall take into considera- 
tion local needs, area and population to 
be served, possible local support, and 
such other factors as the commission may 
determine to be of importance in best 
accomplishing the purposes stated. 

The Committee further recommends 
that the next committee apointed for 
undertaking the work of adequate library 
coverage be called “Committee for state- 
wide library service.” It is thought that 
“State-Aid” is not sufficiently explana- 
tory and furthermore has psychological 
ill effects. 

Respectfully submitted 
MARTHA B. MERRELL 
ALICE MILLERD 
Mrs. CHARLES VESLAK 
MARIE W. BARKMAN, Chairman 


Committee on the State Guide 


The first meeting of the committee was 
with the President, Mrs. Thomas, in 
Madison in October, 1939. Several copies 
of the state guide material in galley 
proof were secured from the Democrat 
Printing Company and each member of 
the committee agreed to be responsible 
for certain sections and either read it, or 
have it read by some one qualified, so 
that an estimate of its accuracy and im- 
portance could be made. The sections on 
individual cities were sent to the librari- 
ans of these cities with request for their 
comments and suggestions. 

The committee met for a brief dis- 
cussion of results in Chicago in De- 
cember, after which an informal report 
was made to the Executive Board, as 
follows: 

“It is the opinion of the committee 

that, though there are some errors in 

the material. as written, some omis- 
sions and some things included that 
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could well be omitted, on the whole it 

is important and useful and should be 

published.” 

With the approval of the Executive 
Board at the Chicago meeting, it was 
agreed that we would not attempt to 
make the material one hundred percent 
free from error but would suggest only 
changes that seemed of major impor- 


. tance. These suggestions, together with 


the comments of the librarians on the 
special city sections, were given to Mr. 
Jack Lyons of the Writer’s Project that 
prepared the original material. He 
agreed to have the statements that were 
questioned, rechecked, and to submit the 
result for final approval before it was 
put into page form. 

At the request of the Executive Board, 
this committee agreed to make inquiries 
of publishers in regard to details of pub- 
lishing the Guide, including prices, 
terms, etc. Mr. Clarence Paine agreed 
to serve as a special sub-committee of 
one to do this, and will make a separate 
report to the Association. 

The Committee wishes to thank the 
librarians for reading the material sent 
them and for their suggestions. The 
Chairman wishes to thank the members 
of the Committee for their contributions 
and especially Mr. Paine who has given 
a great deal of time and effort to the 
special work entrusted to him. 

ANNA M. TARR 
CLARENCE S. PAINE 
DENA Bascock, Chairman 


Sub-committee on Publication of the 
Wisconsin State Guide 


Whereas the activities of the original 
committee, under the chairmanship of 
Miss Dena Babcock, were directed to- 
ward the sponsorship of the State Guide 
by the Wisconsin Library Association, 
the sub-committee has had as its duty 
the completion of arrangements for the 
manufacture and distribution of the 
Guide. 

Active negotiations with publishers, 
manufacturers and distributing agencies 
began immediately after January 1st of 
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this year, although some informal pro- 
posals had been made as early as the 
annual meeting in 1939. 

Through conversations with some pub- 
lishers’ representatives and direct cor- 
respondence with other firms, your com- 
mittee let it be known that proposals 
would be welcomed from any interested 
companies. A resume of all negotiations 
with such firms as expressed active in- 
terest in the Guide may be had by refer- 
ence to the correspondence files which 
will be submitted, with this report, to 
the Secretary of the Association. 

All proposals received have been given 
due consideration with regard to the fol- 
lowing controlling factors: 

1. That the Wisconsin Library Asso- 

ciation has no central office and staff 

by which it could assume the role of a 

commercial distributor. 

2. That the Wisconsin Library Asso- 

ciation is not in a position to enter 

into any contract requiring that the 

Association underwrite the cost of pub- 

lication of the Guide or otherwise com- 

mit itself to financial obligations for 
which there is no reasonable assurance 
of reimbursement. 

3. That profits from the sale of works 

produced by the various Writers’ Pro- 

jects must be turned back to the pro- 
ject. (See paragraph 6 of WPA Form 

DPS19—“Application for Permission 

to Publish,” attached). 

4. That for obvious reasons it would 

be desirable to have the Guide manu- 

factured, if not published, in Wiscon- 
sin on Wisconsin-made paper. 

Complete failure of our efforts in this 
last respect must, however, be admitted. 
Apparent differences between production 
costs in the east and in the middle west 
seem to be the only legitimate excuse. 

All other factors, however, are ade- 
quately allowed for in the contract final- 
ly submitted by the publishing firm of 
Duell, Sloane and Pearce, Inc., N. Y., 
under date of September 20th. See copy 
attached. 

This contract, with recommendations 
for its acceptance, was transmitted to 
the Executive Board of the Association 
by your committee and has already been 
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signed by President Nancy B. Thomas 
acting on the authority of the board. 
Final approval by the Works Progress 
Administration at Washington is ex- 
pected within a few days. 

A record of the expenses incurred by 
your committee has been filed with the 
Treasurer of the Association. Reimburse- 
ment to the Association will be attained 
by deducting from royalties received be- 
fore they are turned over to the Writers’ 
Project. (See paragraph 6 and note, 
“Application for Permission to Publish”) 

In concluding this report, I wish to 
express my sincere appreciation to Mrs. 
Thomas and the members of the Execu- 
tive Board for their kind indulgence and 
cooperation throughout my delays in 
bringing these negotiations to comple- 
tion; to Miss Dena Babcock; to Mr. John 
J. Lyons of the Wisconsin Writers’ Pro- 
ject; and to Mr. F. S. Brandenburg of 
the Democrat Printing Company of 
Madison. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CLARENCE S. PAINE 


Civil Service Committee 


The duties of the Civil Service Com- 
mittee of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion were to be those of fact finding and 
recommendation. The Committee has 
been unable to arrive at a recommenda- 
tion agreeable to a majority of the com- 
mittee. We therefore recommend that a 
new committee be appointed for the com- 
ing year and the findings gathered this 
year be turned over to the new commit- 
tee for use as they see fit. We strongly 
recommend that a Civil Service Commit- 
tee be appointed annually as a regular 
committee of the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GRACE M. ATHERTON 
DENA BABCOCK 

MALVINA CLAUSEN 
FRANCIS J. ZVOLANEK, JR. 
Eva M. LANDIS, Chairman 
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Certification Committee 


The present certification committee of 
the W. L. A. has no recommendations 
to make for action at this time, because 
we feel that very serious consideration 
should be given the present scheme of 
certification by a large representative 
group instead of a small committee. 


All professions are raising their edu- 


cational standards, and we librarians 
should make our own group so strong 
in the matter of qualifications, that our 
prestige as professional workers should 
be more secure. 

We therefore recommend that a large, 
representative committee be appointed by 
the new president immediately in order 
to give it plenty of time to work on the 
subject and with the State Certification 
Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HELEN S. MATHEWS 
MARION M. SPEAR 
NATALIE T. HuHN, Chairman 


Adult Education Committee 


Do you remember way back before the 
war, the year 1939 to be exact, that 
there was a proposed Federal aid bill 
pending in Congress which would bene- 
fit libraries greatly because of the pro- 
visions made in it for adult education? 
It was felt at that time by the A. L. A. 
that a designated library group in each 
state interested especially in the adult 
education opportunities of libraries 
might be an important factor in seeing 
that library interests were represented 
along with those of other adult educa- 
tion agencies. This, of course, was only 
one of the several reasons why the 
A. L. A. was anxious to see established 
in each state such an adult education 
committee. Miss Martha Merrell, then 
president of the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation, followed this suggestion, and 
a year ago last May, (1939) such a com- 
mittee was appointed. Because of the 
nature of the work of the committee it 
was felt that librarians interested in the 
various aspects of library work should 
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be chosen for the initial group; and it 
was decided that the committee should 
be a small one because of the difficulties 
of meeting time and place. Accordingly, 
the following persons were asked to 
serve, and I should like to take this op- 
portunity to say that never have I 
worked with a more responsive or re- 
sponsible group of people. 


Miss Catherine Casey was chosen to 
represent the small library; Miss Clara 
Lindsley to represent the library of medi- 
um size; Miss Jennie Schrage, because of 
her state-wide experience; Miss Mary K. 
Reely, because of her reading interests 
and her many contacts with librarians; 
Mr. Allez, because of his strategic posi- 
tion as director of the educational work 
of the young people going into the li- 
brary field, and I was asked to be chair- 
man, I imagine, because of the special- 
ized nature of my work the past few 
years in the Milwaukee Public Library. 
Mrs. Davis, while not accepting a place 
on the committee, agreed to act as our 
good counselor and friend. 

During the tri-state library meeting in 
Milwaukee last October, 1939, the com- 
mittee met and discussed tentative plans 
for the year’s work. Mr. Chancellor of 
the A. L. A. and Miss Alice Farquhar, 
the newly appointed chairman of the 
Illinois state committee, met with us and 
made several valuable contributions; 
namely, a description of what other state 
committees had accomplished. We agreed 
at that meeting that first we needed to 
inform the librarians of the state that 
such a committee had been appointed 
and what its objectives were; and second 
that we ourselves needed to become fa- 
miliar with the activities already going 
on throughout the state that perhaps for 
the most part had received no publicity. 
Accordingly with Mr. Lester’s kind co- 
operation a statement was published in 
the Wisconsin Library Bulletin of 
March, 1940, which more or less defined 
our purpose and requested that librari- 
ans publicize their own work by telling 
us about it. 


The chairmen of the district library 
meetings gave consideration to adult 
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education discussions on their respective 
programs and some of the members of 
the adult education committee were in 
attendance at all of the district meet- 
ings. Unfortunately the national Adult 
Education and American Library Asso- 
ciation conferences interfered somewhat 
with those district meetings held in May. 

The committee has sponsored two pro- 
grams at this State meeting—a round 
table discussion, under the chairmanship 
of Miss Clara Lindsley; a discussion of 
New Leadership in the Library by Dr. 
C. O. Houle of the University of Chicago. 

The members of the adult education 
committee recommend that this commit- 
tee be made a permanent one and that 
next year the new committee try to work 
out some of the excellent suggestions 
made by the Adult Education Board of 
the American Library Association. (Wil- 
son Bulletin, May 1939) 

I should like to say in conclusion, that 
the committee this year feels that only 
a very small beginning has been made 
—but in the words of Eduard C. Linde- 
man in his The Meaning of Adult Edu- 
cation, we take hope—“‘We could have 
an adult education movement in America 
almost overnight; advertising psychol- 
ogists and super-salesmen could ‘put it 
over’ for us for a cash consideration. 
But, what gets ‘put over’ never stays 
‘put.’ The chief danger which confronts 
adult education lies in the possibility 
that we may ‘Americanize’ it before we 
understand its meaning.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
Hazet I. Mepway, Chairman 


Legislative Committee 


Since this was not a legislative year, 
the Legislative Committee has been in- 
active. However, the Executive Board 
has one recommendation to be passed on 
to next year’s committee. It is an at- 
tempt to make attendance at library con- 
ventions easier for trustees. Librarians 
are paid more or less adequately for 
their services, and some of them get their 
expenses paid at conventions; trustees 
serve out of the goodness of their hearts, 
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and it is illegal as the law now reads to 
be reimbursed for any expenses. 

Wisconsin statutes 43.26 (1), last sen- 
tence, reads as follows: No compensation 
or expenses shall be paid to the mem- 
bers of any municipal library board for 
their services as such. It is recommend- 
ed that this be changed to read: 

No compensation shall be paid to the 
members of any municipal library board 
for their services as such, but they may 
be reimbursed for their actual and neces- 
sary expenses incurred in performing 
duties outside the municipality if author- 
ized by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DaGNy BorGe, Chairman 


Constitution Committee 


The Constitution Committee presents 
the following amendments to By-law 1, 
paragraph 2, sentence 3: Ballots shall 
be mailed and returned to the secretary 
in sealed envelopes bearing on the out- 
side the words “Official Ballot.” These 
sealed envelopes shall be enclosed in en- 
velopes bearing the name and address 
of the member voting. Members who have 
not voted by mail may do so at the an- 
nual convention by following the above 
procedure . 

By-law 3. Omit entire paragraph 3: 
It shall have power to creat districts 
within the Association for annual round 
table and conference. The district chair- 
men shall be appointed by the Executive 
Board at each annual meeting of the 
Association. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JESSIE SANFORD 
AILEEN MACGEoRGE, Chairman 


Publicity Committee 


At the end of its second year, the Pub- 
licity Committee has found a perma- 
nent place among the active committees 
of the Association. Biographical material 
and pictures were collected from the 
speakers and made available to the re- 
porters at the convention. Members of 
the committee arranged interviews for 
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the press with Association members and 
speakers. 

Miss Edith Shepard of this committee 
made all local arrangements and fur- 
nished advance material for the Fond du 
Lac Commonwealth Reporter which was 
used previous to the opening of the con- 
vention. To her should go most of the 
credit for the smooth functioning of all 
press activities during the convention. 
To give Association activities state wide 
publicity, marked and annotated copies 
of the program and a form letter were 
mailed to most of the daily newspapers 
throughout the state. No attempt was 
made to follow up these letters, but good 
publicity was reported in some of the 
larger newspapers. 

Mr. Norman Cousins furnished the 
committee a list of the books which he 
reviewed on Thursday. This list was 
mimeographed and distributed at the 
Saturday morning session. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. WINIFRED DAVIS 
EpITH SHEPARD 
MARION E. LANGDELL, Chairman 


Scholarship Committee 


The Scholarship Committee was auth- 
orized by the Executive Board to offer 
several scholarships of $50.00 each for 
study at the 1940 summer session of the 
University of Wisconsin Library School. 
These scholarships were advertised in 
the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, and 
among the applicants, the following 
names were sent to the Executive Board 
for recommended receipt of the 1940 
scholarships: 

Miss Evelyn Luttropp, Hartford, Wis- 
consin, Mrs. Winona Rockwell, River 
Falls, Wisconsin, Miss Cordelia Holmen, 
Argyle, Wisconsin. 

Miss Luttropp and Mrs. Rockwell ac- 
cepted the proffered scholarships and 
attended the 1940 summer session. The 
balance in the Scholarship fund to date 
is $145.08. 

Respectfully submitted, 
May Hart 
Mrs. WINIFRED DAVIS 
Doris M. CALL, Chairman 
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Committee on Exhibits 


20 booths at $20.00 each 





In bank at present.......................... $320.00 

Disbursements 
19 signs at $.40 each.................. 7.60 
LO 6 2 ee 2.68 
Telephone calls ...................--------- -75 
Scotch tape and receipt book... 1.40 
ECU 2S ok rte ete ee 1.00 
Delivery charges on tables........ 50 
$13.93 


KATHERINE M. CONNELLY, Chairman 
Committee on Salaries and Personnel 


The Committee on Salaries and Per- 
sonnel was assigned the task of study- 
ing and evaluating the report of the 
Subcommittee on Schemes of Service of 
the A. L. A. Board on Salaries, Staff and 
Tenure entitled “Organization and Per- 
sonnel Procedure of the Library: A Sug- 
gested Plan.” 

The scheme for “Organization and 
Personnel Procedure” is presented as a 
statement of “those aspects of personnel 
management which should be clearly 
stated by the governing authority ... 
and likewise clearly understood by every 
employee. . . . Where college and public 
library conditions are in decided contrast 
alternative statements are presented. In 
certain sections where library size will 
affect policy to some extent, the Sub- 
committee has kept in mind the public li- 
brary in a city of 50,000-100,000 popula- 
tion. Smaller public libraries will no 
doubt find some sections inapplicable, 
but it is hoped that they may be able to 
adapt a majority of the recommenda- 
tions... . In no case is it expected that 
the scheme will be adopted without some 
modification to fit local conditions and 
regulations.” 

Under twelve main divisions are pre- 
sented model rules for staff relationship, 
duties, and privileges. General Organ- 
ization, the first topic, is treated under 
the headings of Government, Support, 
Organization and Relationship to Clien- 
tele. Sample charts designed to show 
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graphically how the library is organized, 
the lines of authority, and the interrela- 
tionship of departments follow this sec- 
tion. Typical organizations for public 
and college libraries of different sizes 
are illustrated. 

Section II, Classification of Positions 
is accompanied by a typical Outline of 
Classification and Pay Plan based on 
A. L. A. “Classification and Pay Plans 
for Municipal Public Libraries” (1938). 
The definitions and general statements 
in this section are applicable to both 
public and college libraries but no clas- 
sification or pay plan is given for col- 
lege and university libraries pending the 
completion of a scheme now being devel- 
oped by a subcommittee of the A. L. A. 
Board on Salaries, Staff and Tenure. 

The remaining sections are as follows: 
III Salary Schedules: IV Appointments: 
V Service Ratings: VI Promotions and 
Transfers: VII Tenure: VIII Separa- 
tion from Service: IX Working Condi- 
tions: X Welfare and Economic Secur- 
ity: XI Opportunities for Self-develop- 
ment: XII Staff Relationships. 

Many of the principles laid down in 
the Scheme of “Organization and Per- 
sonnel Procedure” are already being ap- 
plied in our Wisconsin libraries. Wis- 
consin has only one library serving more 
than 200,000 population, only five serv- 
ing 35,000-99,000, the class of libraries 
for which the report is especially de- 
signed. Obviously Wisconsin libraries 
will have to make extensive modifications 
of the scheme if they are to utilize it. It 
is the opinion of your committee that 
the statements on general organization, 
the organization charts, salary schedule, 
procedures for appointments, promotions 
and tenure can easily be adapted to li- 
braries of any size. Those on welfare 
and economic security may require sub- 
stantial changes and omissions to apply 
to most of our smaller libraries. 

The section, Separation from Service, 
while providing an expression of the 
rights of the individual employee against 
unjust dismissal presupposes a more 
elaborate and formal procedure than will 
be found desirable in most of our librar- 
ies. The section devoted to Working Con- 
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ditions is the least satisfactory. Rules 
governing the length of the working 
week, compensation for overtime, vaca- 
tions, leaves of absence and sick leave 
are liberal and represent a goal toward 
which the whole profession should work. 
These are major factors in the welfare 
of the library employee and consequently 
in the interest of the best library service. 
But the small or medium sized library 
which follows the plan to the extent of 
solidifying rules regarding the length of 
individual schedules and desk assignment 
invites trouble. Variations in the pres- 
sure of work, the strain of certain as- 
signments, physical conditions under 
which work must be carried on and many 
other factors enter into the preparation 
of the work schedule. Justice to the in- 
dividual does not always lie in mere uni- 
formity of hours. 

It should be noted that the entire re- 
port is confined to the obligations of the 
library to the employee. There is not ex- 
pression of the employee’s responsibility 
to the institution except as it is implied 
in the following sentence in the introduc- 
tion: “The statement is in accord with 
the Code of Ethics adopted by the 
A. L. A. Council but will be found to 
overlap with the code only slightly.” 

It is the conclusion of your committee 
that the content of “Organization and 
Personnel Procedure of the — — Li- 
brary” be approved as a statement of 
standards to be approached even when 
not actually incorporated in local plans 
for organization and personnel procedure 
and that the Association go on record as 
favoring the development of local state- 
ments of policy in Wisconsin libraries. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HELEN E. FARR 


Treasurer’s Report, 1940 


Receipts 
From the 1939 Treasurer, Miss Sharp, 
January 3, 1940 
GeRGIED TM a cos sk ees $1,081.32 
E@ucationsl 16@ ....n ccna 245.08 
Collected dues from 370 members for 
1940; 1 for 1941; 2 for 1939______ 
Reservations for Trustees dinner and 
Association banquet ___.-.-----_-- 
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Sale of Wisconsin Library Directories 2.77 Association banquet --_-----------_ 286.25 

Registration fees at Convention. ~~~ 103.50 Sale of Wisconsin Library Directories a ii f 
——— _ Registration fees at Convention in 

Total receipts through Oct. 12, 1940_$2,091.92 Ss TO a ecscnins 108.50 

Disbursements Total receipts for the year 1940____- $2,477.78 


Traveling expenses— 
State Certification Board____$21.35 

















Executive Board -_--------- 40.31 
State Aid Committee________ 44.93 
$106.59 
c. S. Paine for Wisconsin State Guide 75.65 
Association dues to A. L. A.-------- 47.40 
President’s expenses_____--.-------- 17.60 
Secretary’s expenses____------------ 15.95 
Treasurers expenecs..........-......- 47.07 
Children’s Section meeting__-------- 7.35 
Convention expenses : 
NN ee peeccaeeecnwe a 9.52 
Trastees Giever.....—..........-..-. 78.00 
Association banquet._._.._---~--- 211.25 
END |) eee obec cena = 268.50 
Two scholarships for summer Library 
School students (from Educational 
DUES oc ce ecseceeeeecee 100.00 
Wi: oo $ 984.88 
Balance in General Fund__-_-$961.96 
Balance in Educational Fund_ 145.08 
$1,107.04 


The Auditing Committee has examined the 
records of the Treasurer, and has found them 
to be correct. 

DoroTHy Last 
Brrnice M. HAPPER 
October 12, 1940 


Report of Treasurer, 1940 


Receipts 
From Miss Sharp. January 3, 1940 
CRE PRN oo $1,081.32 
Haucational Pund....._....._.....- 245.08 


Collected dues from 1 member for 
1941; 2 members for 1939; 370 
members for 1040.....-.......... 3738.00 
From exhibitors after expenses were 
paid (Expense account from Miss 
Connelly attached) .................. 585.86 
Reservations for Trustee’s dinner and 


Disbursements 
Traveling expenses 


Certification Board...........---- $ 21.35 
Executive Board -_----.-__-------- 40.31 
C. S. Paine for Wisconsin State 
I acids cacesiasin/eeipieanaie Rikcdecingubene dene 75.65 
Committee expenses 
Bente: Bi oe re ee eececceee 44.98 
Children’s Section................- 7.35 
Association ducé.....--....--.--.+- 52.40 
Officer’s expenses 
POOH | eee econ ceases 20.60 
RiGee <. ponucaesousakebescoees 18.25 
WROREGEOE 622. ca es ee stan 47.07 
Convention 
SR iin a comcie nlelentouwemacmenin 388.85 
IE no ie ene 314.62 
Scholarships and bookmobile donation 
from Educational fund___- ~~ -_---~ 150.00 
$1,181.38 
Balance on hand December 31, 1940 
General Tila. kcc eee wneud $1,201.82 
Haucational fund ................ 95.08 


$1,296.40 





No. Booths rented at $10.00 apiece: 20 $400.00 
Booth rented and then not taken— 





rica, |, A ee ee ee ee 10.00 
Interest on bank account. -__~__~-~ 1.30 
$411.30 

Outstanding on account___-___$10.00 $401.30 

Expenses 

Signs: 19 at 40c apiece_____________ $ 7.60 
ROU. coc te nieinn tama 3.05 
eaenMOne CAMB. oo2 oe cece nke TH 
Scotch tape and receipt book_______~_ 1.40 
PSG Sccas sees ca cthemedmcemenceens 1.25 
Delivery on tables______- i cinticauss 1.00 
MR POUNE Scene cen eca suc cumncans 39 
$15.44 

Bank draft to Miss Rowe_____----_- $585.86 


Ten dollars to follow when received. 


7ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Appleton. Mrs. Thomas addressed an 
institute for librarians and trustees of 
small towns and rural areas, conducted 
by the Graduate Library School, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, the latter part of No- 


vember. The institute was requested by 
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle 
Creek, Michigan, and was organized 
around problems of importance to small 
and rural libraries, especially in southern 


at 


January, 1941 


Michigan. Mrs. Thomas presented the 
subject of book selection. 


Barron. The librarian, trustees, and 
city council have all worked together to 
bring about the much needed additional 
space, by making an attractive room in 
the basement into a children’s room. Pre- 
paratory to this, very carefully prepared 
charts were made covering a 25-year 
period, showing the steady increase in 
number of borrowers registered, book 
stock and circulation; a table showing 
the exact numerical increases; and, a 
summary of the information presented, 
all of which gave so convincing a pic- 
ture of the great need that the council 
immediately had the work started rem- 
edying conditions. The high basement 
room has good wall space and ample 
windows so that there is every prospect 
of increasing service to children. A 
young people’s collection will be built up 
in the main part of the library. 

In the study it was found that the 
number of books in the library had 
trebled within the last 25 years. The cir- 
culation has increased very rapidly since 
1920 and is now four times what it was 
in 1914, 25 years ago. 


Beaver Dam. The public library was 
the center of the community’s Christmas 
observance with the 23-foot Christmas 
candle which stood in its 12-foot holder 
before the library. This unique decora- 
tion was designed by Orin Hofferbert 
and executed of sheet metal by NYA 
workers under supervision of J. H. 
Dahm, in Vocational classes. 


Fairchild. Mrs. Harry H. Miller, who 
had served on the Fairchild Public Li- 
brary board as secretary-treasurer for 
the past six years, passed away October 
19, 1940. Mrs. Cadman writes: “Mrs. 
Miller had always taken a deep interest 
in every phase of the library work and 
her passing has caused a deep sorrow, 
but the memory of her valient spirit and 
enthusiasm will always be treasured.” 


Lancaster. The library’s appropriation 
was restored to $1500 by vote of the 
city council. 
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Laona. Mrs. Evans writes of the grati- 
fying results of the observance of book 
week: “An essay contest, subject ‘Our 
Library,’ was conducted in the grade 
building. Forty-two essays were sent in, 
of which two won prizes. Folders con- 
taining lists of books on care of children 
were sent to all parents, and 22 requests 
were sent in to the library for books on 
the lists. New children’s books were dis- 
played in the library with a poster. Book 
marks were given to the children, and I 
find they are really being used instead 
of the usual pencils, combs, etc.” 


Menasha. Norma Churchill accepted 
the position of associate librarian, the 
position formerly held by Gladys Friday, 
who was married last summer to Mr. 
Louis DePolis. Mr. and Mrs. DePolis live 
in Eau Claire. 


Merrill. Mrs. Scribner writes: “We 
have been very busy at Merrill. We gave 
a library tea to the teachers of the city, 
public and parochial, on the first day of 
Good Book Week and, in spite of the 
dreadful weather, we had a good attend- 
ance. We closed our Good Book Week 
with a Punch and Judy show put on by 
the pupils of the Lincoln School and it, 
too, was a success.” 


New Lisbon. Miss Dowden writes of 
the growth and improvement in the li- 
brary: “Our rooms were re-decorated 
early in November, and with new cur- 
tains for our windows, the library pre- 
sents a much more cheerful appearance. 
A small store-room and some new shelves 
have been added. 

“We received a donation in November 
of 38 beautifully bound volumes of Na- 
tional Geographic magazines and the un- 
bound copies for 19388 and 1939, and 
there has been a six dollar donation for 
new children’s books. The library now 
boasts of 2600 books which have been 
donated to it and also a loan of 221 books 
from the Traveling Library, besides 50 
books loaned to us by the WPA. 

“Our ‘open house’ for Good Book Week 
was extended through the next Monday 
since that of the first week was a holi- 
day. At the close of the six days our 
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registration record for the week showed 
a total of 512 people had visited: the li- 
brary, which was an increase of 73 over 
last year, in spite of bad weather and 
considerable illness. About 60 special in- 
vitations were sent out to the teachers, 
business men and others.” 


Oconomowoc. .Miss Jones presented a 
paper at a meeting of the Waukesha 
County Historical Society, which cov- 
ered the history of the local library. The 
full details given by Miss Jones make 
the account very valuable, not only lo- 
cally, but as a part of Wisconsin library 
development. While 1893 marks the date 
of the permanent organization, in the 
History of Waukesha County mention is 
made of the library association founded 
in 1870 when a large number of promin- 
ent citizens subscribed and took part in 
the movement, but a year later, on ac- 
count of lack of funds, this first library 
was obliged to close. 

Miss Jones concludes her history with 
the figures from the latest annual report 
(1939), which shows a circulation of 52,- 
046, a registration of over 3000 borrow- 
ers and a book stock of over 16,000. 


Sheboygan. A series of three art class- 
es was held in the library’s new Chil- 
dren’s room, under the direction of Vlad- 
imir Rousouff, artist from Fish Creek. 
The library is to have a mural on the 
west wall of the Children’s room and it 
sponsored these art classes to let the 
boys and girls tell the librarians what 
theme they would. like to have the artist 
project in this mural. Young artists of 
all ages sat around the tables busying 
themselves with crayons and paper fur- 
nished by the librarians. Among the sub- 
jects which the children chose for their 
sketches were: animals, Indians, Christ- 
mas, drawings showing the influence of 
war on the mind of the child, and char- 
acters from fiction. The interest taken 
by the children showed up in the size of 
the attendance for each class. Over 115 
attended the first session. 


Sturgeon Bay. Miss Marion Addis, 
W. L. S. ’32, is acting librarian during 
a leave of absence granted Miss Lown, 
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librarian. Miss Addis took over the duties 
November 11. She observed Book Week 
by a display of new books and by giving 
talks in the schools which permitted her 
to become better and more quickly ac- 
quainted with the school part of the 
community. 

In November the children’s circulation 
gained 307 over November of 1939;. the 
adult also gained, making a total of 688 
over last November. About 125 new titles 
are being added to the juvenile collec- 
tion. 


Traveling Library. The following is a 
sample of the kinds of requests which 
are being filled regularly by the Travel- 
ing Library and which have something 
of the character of “adult education” as 
carried out in small libraries: Of the 
public libraries handling reading courses 
for their patrons, Hartland applied for 
one in November under the patron’s own 
caption of Reading research. It includes 
books on how to read, how to judge 
books, how to write, ete. Hartford Pub- 
lic Library is meeting requests from one 
patron for a course about English liter- 
ature and from another about pianos, 
their tuning and methods of piano teach- 
ing; Horicon asked for material, histor- 
ical and descriptive, about Rhode Island; 
Richland Center has a patron preparing 
a thesis and bibliography on the relation 
of ethics to law observance; Boscobel 
had a patron wanting to read about the 
geology of petroleum before taking up 
work in the university; Acadia’s girls 
reading on nurses and nursing are all 
student nurses now, except one still in 
high school. Other readers are still fol- 
lowing their reading. 

The Traveling Library reserves the 
books recommended in the A. L. ‘A. 
“Reading with a purpose” outlines and 
makes annotated lists on subjects not 
covered by these lists. The books are 
charged out for a period of 6 weeks and 
are sent in rotation as previous books 
are returned. 

There are still available for distribu- 
tion a few of the bibliographies of about 
100 books prepared by the Traveling Li- 
brary for the Adult Education round 
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table at the W. L. A. convention at Fond 
du Lac in October. The scope of this 
bibliography is stated in its title, “Books 
for adults who are inquiring into fields 
of interest new to them.” 


Wauwatosa. The Public Library and 
the elementary public schools have 
worked out a library plan which has 
proved fairly unique. Elementary schools 
receive books from two sources; basic 
materials from the Board of Education 
and recreational reading materials from 
the Public Library. School librarians se- 
lect( about twice a year) books ordered 
for the school libraries, and orders are 
sent out from the Public Library. All 
the cataloging and mechanical processes 
are taken care of by the Public Library, 
and the books are returned to the school 
librarians ready for circulation. All card 
supplies needed for the processes are 
supplied by the Public Library and cata- 
log filing is done by Public Library 
catalogers. 

Separate accession records for each 
school are kept at the Public Library as 
well as a union shelf list of all books 
purchased by the schools. Separate shelf 
lists are filed at each school library. 
There is also in the Public Library a 
union catalog (author only) of books in 
the schools. Each card indicates which 
schools have the book and what subject 
headings (regular tracings) have been 
used. 

The school librarians are really teach- 
er librarians who, in general, meet each 
school child each week. This contact 
makes possible the instruction in use of 
the library and close attention to indiv- 
idual differences and remedial reading. 

This system applies only to the ele- 
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mentary schools; junior and senior high 
school libraries are maintained separate- 
ly by the Board of Education. 


West Bend. “Open House’”’ was the oc- 
casion of the dedication of the library’s 
new quarters in a former school build- 
ing, remodelled for the purpose. After 
an introduction by Mr. Joseph M. Knip- 
pel and a dedication address by Mayor 
Clyde J. Schloemer, Mr. A. H. Klumb, 
president of the library board, gave the 
speech of acceptance of the new library 
which was followed by the introduction 
of the library’s trustees. 

Mrs. G. A. Kuechenmeister, a mem- 
ber of the library board for many years 
until her resignation, gave in her talk 
many interesting and important side- 
lights on the early days of the library 
and its years of growth. Miss Weller pre- 
sented the phase of the library today 
under the title of “Workings of our li- 
brary.” Mr. J. R. Brown, vice-president, 
in “The library program” brought out 
the importance of the trustees’ part in 
the library program, especially when it 
comes to the book stock and book serv- 
ice. Mr. Lester’s comments, following the 
suggestion in Mr. Brown’s talk, empha- 
sized the increasing importance of the 
responsibility of a library board in the 
library’s service to a community. 

A picture exhibit from the F. H. Bres- 
ler Company, Milwaukee, was a feature 
of the evening. The printed program 
carried, on the front, a very attractive 
cut of the entrance to the library. With 
increased space and with the library’s 
rooms on the ground floor (formerly on 
the second floor of the city hall), there 
is every chance that a still greater use 
of the library’s facilities will be realized. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by the Staff 


Philosophy and Sociology 


Living thoughts library. Longmans, $1. 
Among the volumes added to this 
series are: 


Confucius, by Alfred Doeblin 181 
Kant, ‘by Julien Benda 193 


Machiavelli, by Count Carlo Sforza 
195 


Spinoza, by Arnold Zweig 193 


Mumford, Lewis. Faith for living. 1940. 
3833p. Harcourt, $2. 301 


“Like Men must act this is a tract for the 














why 
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times, the author's thesis being that the na- 
tion's ills are spiritual rather than economic, 
and that sacrifice is necessary if our civiliza- 
tion is to survive. The author's admirers will 
like it; others may find it confused and un- 


oF .e 


convincing.” — Booklist 37:68 O, 15 °40. 
Science and Fine Arts 


Burgess, Perry. Who walk alone. 1940. 
8308p. illus. Holt, $2.75. 616.998 


The director of the American leprosy founda- 
tion presents the “autobiography” of an actual 
American soldier who contracted leprosy dur- 
ing army service in the Phillipines. Here is the 
life of a man who faced one of the ultimate 
human disasters and yet managed to wring 
from it a rich, useful, undaunted life. Dispels 
much of the mystery and horror associated 
with the disease. Maps, photographs and much’ 
information of reference value, Detailed index. 
Of special interest to social and public health 
workers. 


Clarkson, Rosetta E. Green enchant- 
ment. 1940. 328p. Macmillan, $3. 716 


The author of Mayic gardens (BULLETIN Mr. 
40) now rites of the monastery gardens of 
medieval times; the beginnings of the flower 
garden; of the old-time fragrant favorites we 
grow today; of old beliefs and gardening tools ; 
the witches’ garden; old medical recipes made 
with flowers; and of plants that never were. 
Many illustrations, diagrams and reproduc- 
tions from famous old gardening books. 


Govan, Ada Clapham. Wings at my win- 
dow. 1940. 198p. illus. Macmillan, 
$2.50. 598 


A book which will be enjoyed by the bird 
enthusiast and also by all readers to whom a 
human interest story appeals. The writer, with 
no background of bird knowledge at all and 
over a period of years a house-bound invalid, 
found the way back to interest in life through 
a chickadee coming to her window on a cold 
blizzardy day. From that time she started to 
study ways of attracting birds to her window. 


Quinn, Vernon. Shrubs in the garden 
and their legends. 1940. 308p. illus. 
Stokes, $2.50. 715 


Another fascinating volume for the garden 
enthusiast by the author of Stories and legends 
of garden flowers (BULLETIN D. ’39). The his- 
tory of the shrubs, the old superstitions and 
folklore belonging to them, their uses from an- 
cient times to the present, their travels from 
remote lands to American gardens, or from 
America’s own mountains and lowlands, provide 
a background of wide human interest. Charm- 
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ingly informal style. Marie Lawson's drawings 
interpret the spirit of the text. Index. 


Literature 


Anderson, Maxwell. Eleven verse plays, 
1929-1939. 1311p. Harcourt, $3.75. 
812 or 822 


Contents: Elizabeth the queen; Night over 


“laos; Mary of Scotland; Valley Forge; Winter- 


set; The wingless victory; High Tor; The 
masque of kings; The feast of Ortolans; Sec- 
ond overture; Key largo. 


Gray, Thomas. Elegy written in a coun- 
try churchyard. 1940. 59p. illus. Har- 
per, $3. 811 or 821 


J. J, Lankes has illustrated this well-known 
work of Thomas Gray with characteristic wood- 
cuts about which Robert P. Tristram Coffin 
writes an interesting introduction. Expensive 
for small libraries, but would make a valuable 
addition to any art collection. 


Luccock, Halford E. American mirror; 
social, ethical and religious aspects 
of American literature, 1930-1940. 
1940. 300p. Macmillan, $2.50. 810.9 


The “aim of this book” according to the 
author is “to consider some of the impact of 
the decade, 1950-1940 on American life as it 
has found expression in the literature of the 
years.” It is not an evaluation, but a consid- 
eration of literature as an authentic expression 
of the experiences and reactions of these years 
with their ethical. social and religious signi- 
ficance, and as given in fiction, drama and 
poetry of the period. 


Reference Shelf. Wilson. 


Representative American speeches: 
1939-1940, sel. by A. Craig Baird, 
$1.50. 815 or 825 


Discussion methods, rev. by J. V. Gar- 
land and Charles F. Phillips, $1.25. 
808.5 


Interstate trade barriers, comp. by Julia 
E. Johnsen, $1.25, 885 


Increasing federal power, comp. by Har- 
rison B. Summers and Robert E. Sum- 
mers, $1.25. 3853 


Thoreau, Henry D. The works of Henry 
D. Thoreau, with a_ biographical 
sketch by Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
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1940. 1720p. Crowell, $2.49. 
810 or 820 


The first omnibus reprint of the four great 
books of Thoreau. Each is complete and abso- 
lutely unabridged. Valuable addition to any 
library. 


History, Travel and Biography 


Armstrong, Margaret. Trelawny. 1940. 
3879p. Macmillan, $3. 921 


While Edward Trelawny is remembered more 
as a friend of Shelley than for anything else. 
he was a colorful figure, who lived a life of 
almost incredible adventure. The author of 
Fanny Kemble has written an entertaining bi- 
ography and brings out all its dramatic possi- 
bilities. 


Audubon, John James. Audubon’s Amer- 
ica, ed. by Donald C. Peattie. 1940. 
328p. illus. Houghton, $6. 917 


“Audubon’s impressions of the American 
seene during the first half of the nineteenth 
century. culled from his many writings and 
arranged to form a readable continuity from 
one to the other. Each selection is introduced 
with several pages of comment by Mr. Deattie. 
Many contain descriptions of wilderness adven- 
tures. of wild turkeys, of bear, deer and coon 
hunting, of birds now almost extinct. and of life 
in frontier towns. Beautifully illustrated with 
17 colored reproductions. End-paper maps.’- 
Booklist 37:114 N. 15 °40. 


Encyclopedia of world history; ancient, 
medieval and modern, chronologically 
arranged; a rev. and modernized ver- 
sion of Ploetz’s Epitome; comp. and 
ed. by William L. Langer. 1143p. 
maps. Houghton, $5.50. 909 


Chronological survey of man’s life in the so- 
cial and political aspects from the prehistoric 
period to 1989, based on Ploetz’s Epitome, by 
a distinguished worker in the field of historical 
scholarship, the Coolidge professor of history 
at Harvard University. Well-planned, well-in- 
dexed, attractively written. Indispensable refer- 
ence work. 


Rice, Alice Hegan. The inky way: a lit- 
erary autobiography. 1940. 282p. Ap- 
pleton, $2.50. 921 


The author of Mrs. Wiggs of the cabbage 
patch here sets down some of the interesting 
high lights of her unusual career: amusing 
reminiscences of early days in Louisville, sud- 
den fame, interesting people she has known, 
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her literary partnership with her husband, Told 
with the same lively charm and delightful 
humor which has given Mrs. Rice her unique 
position among story tellers. Index. 


Seton, Ernest Thompson. Trail of an 
artist-naturalist. 1940. 412p. illus. 
Scribner, $3.75. 921 


A rather rambling illustrated autobiography 
of the world-wide known writer, artist. lecturer 
and authority on wild life of North America. 
Some parts of the book are not as vivid or as 
earefully written as the others and there are 
numerous detaiis insignificanct to the general 
reader. Useful where there is an especial inter- 
est in this field, though rather expensive for 
the small library. Appendix. Index. 


Thane, Elswyth, pseud. England was an 
island once. 1940. 321p. Harcourt, $3. 
914.2 or 940.53 


The author had a very deep-rooted love for 
England before she first went there in 1928. 
After spending eleven summers there, she now 
presents her reactions to England in crisis, The 
feature of the book is that it moves like mem- 
ory, in more than one direction. Its progress 
is chronological, but it frequently spreads side- 
wise in time to take in the early history of 
England. Into the apparently casual summer- 
by-summer record are woven the tragic thoughts 
and fears of these perilous times, and an un- 
shakable confidence and hope. 


Fiction 


Derleth, August. Bright journey. 1940. 
424p. Scribner, $2.50. 


Hercules Dousman, the character around 
whom the story is built, is an actual person 
whose career is linked with the history of fur 
trading. Letters and official documents have 
been used by Mr. Derleth in following the 
known account of the life of Dousman, as well 
as the events of this pioneer period of the 
Middle West from the capture of Fort Macki- 
nac in 1812 by the British through the period 
of frontier history with its Indian wars and 
intrigue. Most of the story takes place at 
Prairie du Chien. The love interest in the story 
is delicately handled, and interest in it is sus- 
tained throughout. 


Douglas, Lloyd C. Invitation to live. 
1940. 303p. Houghton, $2.50. 


“Among the people whom Dean Harcourt of 
Trinity Cathedral, leading character of Green 
light (BULLETIN Apr. ’35), sends out from his 
study with the inspiration for a new life, is a 
wealthy girl, frivolous and aimless until now. 
With a new incentive, she goes west to spend 
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the summer anonymously, as a working girl, 
and her reward is romance. Popular sermon- 
izing with a sentimental appeal.’’—Booklist 
87 :187 D. 1 '40. 


Flavin, Martin. Mr. Littlejohn. 1940. 
3806p. Harper, $2.50. 


Mr. Littlejohn, industrial tycoon who inher- 
ited “Rosydent” and is involved in disputes 
with CIO, AFL, U. S. Treasury Dept., ete. sud- 
denly realizes that he is sick of it all, and 
runs away. He is involved with every possible 
type of person; the incidents are impossible 
and deliberately grotesque; but through it all 
runs his search for a philosophy of life, “If it 
isn’t fun, what is it?’ It will be read for its 
ridiculous incidents rather than its philosophy. 


Harper, Robert S. Trumpet in the wil- 
derness. 1940. 346p. Mill, $2.50. 


Fact and fiction intermingled make up this 
historical novel of the War of 1812. Jubal 
Johnson, a young Dartmouth graduate, left 
the girl he loved in Philadelphia, ventured 
westward in search of fortune, and became in- 
voluntarily involved in the nation’s struggles. 
He saw plenty of action and emerged with a 
scar and a different girl, both honorably won. 
The Detroit campaign led by Col. Lewis Cass 
and Perry's victory on Lake Erie are excellent- 
ly transcribed with the author displaying a nice 
sense of balance between romance and research. 


Kelland, Clarence B. Valley of the sun. 
1940. 297p. Harper, $2.50. 


Set in the old southwest, the author of 
Arizona (BULLETIN O. °389) presents another 
fast moving narrative of a man who worshipped 
land and who bargained for love. This story of 
young Gamaliel Ware, a newcomer to the arid 
mountain-country of Arizona, is a fusion of a 
story of the soil, Indians, and outlaws—full of 
suspense and dry humor and with a plot close- 
ly linked to the actual history of the territory, 


Lyon, Dana. No shelter for the heart. 
1940. 312p. Mill, $2.50. 


The story of what happened to Kate Con- 
way when she discovered that her life had 
been built on sand and everything she valued 
was swept away from her. The author has told 
of the gallant struggle which the luxury-loving 
Kate made against poverty and despair. This 
dramatic account of her battle against increas- 
ing odds is the story of many women who 
learned that the foundation of their marriage 
was not sturdy enough to face the depression. 
and who built a firmer structure out of their 
own courage. 


O’Brien, E. J. The best British short 
stories, 1939. 1939. 296p. Houghton, 
$2.50. 
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————.. The best British short stories, 
1940. 1940. 294p. Houghton, $2.50. 


————. The best short stories, 1940. 
1940. 525p. Houghton, $2.75. 


These three annual volumes continue to hold 
their interest for the student of the short story. 


Parmenter, Christine W. As the seed is 
sown. 1940. 389p. Crowell, $2.50. 


The effects of divorce on an _ over-sensitive 
boy are shown in this story of Lee Winthrop 
which follows him through adolescence to man- 
hood in a New England town. The novel is 
effectively presented partly in Lee’s own words 
and partly through the eyes of Barbara Mar- 
den, who lives across the street and whose par- 
ents are the epitome of the domestic felicity 
he has missed. Written with true sympathy and 
understanding, 

Randall, Jean. Just like a girl. 1940. 
248p. Macrae, $2. 


Another amusing romance by the author of 
In lilac time (BULLETIN Je. °36) which tells 
the story of Jennifer Creighton, a radio pian- 
ist, and John Gilfoyle, a young novelist, and 
what happened when an irresistible force met 
an immovable object, for Jennifer had her own 
very definite idens about life and love and 
novelists. 


Rorick, Isabel S. Mr. and Mrs. Cugat. 
1940. 211p. Houghton, $2. 


Mr. and Mrs, Cugat circulate in the society 
composed largely of sophisticated, mink-fur, 
Bermuda vacation, night club people. Yet they 
are a happily married couple. Chapter headings, 
which follow the phrases of the marriage cere- 
mony, “Forsaking all others” (the time he met 
a girl he had presumably loved before he met 
Mrs. Cugat), “with worldly goods” (that was 
when she wanted an $1800 mink coat), indicate 
the minor crises in their lives which are hap- 
pily surmounted. For people who like the ‘“‘New 
Yorker” type of thing. 


Shute, Nevil, pseud. Landfall; a channel 
story. 1940. 284p. Morrow, $2.50. 


The careful work of British airmen patroling 
the English channel and the methods of testing 
new battle aircraft are the substantial material 
of this pertinent story of an R. A. F. pilot. 
Numerous technical details do not impede the 
progress of the pleasant love story, Well-writ- 
ten. Interesting, human and appealing charac- 
ters. None of the horror of the blitzkrieg days 
but a clear picture of the work of the R. A. F. 


Wright, Martha E. Two solitudes. 1940. 
306p. Penn, $2. 
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Mart Cunningham, upon returning from an 
expedition to Peru minus his fortune and with 
his face badly scarred, was stricken with a 
tropical fever. During his recovery he finds that 
women, too, can inflict scars, invisible but 
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deep. The action involves a vain, selfish mother 
and her two daughters, An interesting psychol- 
ogical study of two unusual personalities who 
find solace in each other. 


SELECTED LIST OF BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
Edited by Winifred L. Davis 


Valuable assistance has been given by FE. 


fernice Gibson and Dorothy M. Woodward, who have 


read and reviewed books selected for the list. 


Through Grade 5 


De La Mare, Walter. The story of Miss 
Jemima. 1940. 56p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 


An intriguing story with a fairy in it—but 
it’s not a fairy tale. Susan had heard the story 
before in pieces, but she begged so hard that 
Granney finally told her the whole story of 
the great adventure she had when she was 
eight and how she met Miss Jemima. “A little 
tale of sheer delight, permeated by the deli- 
cate and fanciful imagination of this distin- 
guished English author.” Nellie Farnam’s illus- 
trations are lovely and will entrance the young 
reader. Grades 3-4, 


Flagg, Elisha, jr. Rookie. 1940. 62p. il- 
lus. A. Whitman, $1. 


“Here is a deliciously amusing vignette about 
a wire-haired terrier nicknamed Rookie.” A 
classic dog story for all ages. Cleverly illus- 
trated with sketches by James Montgomery 
Flagg. Grades 4-5, 


Freeman, Ruth and Harrop A. Captain 
and mate. 1940. 32p. illus. A. Whit- 
man, 765c. 


Captain Harrington and the little boy he 
names Mate plan, construct, and finally launch 
two boats in the big boatyard. Another handi- 
craft book by the authors of Chips and little 
Chips (BULLETIN Feb. 40). A black and white 
picture on each page shows each process in 
boat construction, which is accurately explained 
in simple prose sentences sct in large type. An 
ideal project or activity unit for boys. Grades 
2-4. 


Gilbert, Paul T. Bertram’s trip to the 
north pole. 1940. 127p. illus. Rand, 
$1. 


The inimitable Bertram and his friends had 
been to Africa, but they wanted to go to Green- 
land—“‘it’s next door to the North Pole.” Per- 
mission obtained, they sail on the ‘Kaya’ with 
Sailor Ben. Lively adventures follow, but the 
climax comes with their experience in the ice- 
boat and the thrilling rescue. 


An absurdly funny tale with delightfully 
humorous illustrations by Anne Stossel. Grades 
3-4, 


Heward, Constance. Ameliaranne keeps 
school. n.d. n.p. illus. McKay, $1. 


A delightful and realistic story of a little 
girls who “kept school’ one day while the 
teacher was away. The beautiful illustrations 
will fascinate the youngest as well as the 
oldest reader. A story to be read to younger 
children and to be read by older ones, Pre- 
school and grades 1-4. 


Holberg, Ruth and Richard. Gloucester 
boy. 1940. 41p. illus. Doubleday, $1. 


Manuel Madieros. a little Portuguese boy, 
wanted to become a fisherman when he grew 
older, but his mother thought he should be a 
postman. The story of how Manuel changed his 
mother’s mind includes much educational in- 
formation on Gloucester, one of New England’s 
famous fishing towns. Sketches, especially of 
the sea, done in sepia and blue make this little 
hook very attractive. Grades 3-4. 


Holbrook, Ruth. Katy’s quilt. 1940. n.p. 
illus. Doubleday, $2. 


A slight but pleasing story of six-year-old 
Katy to whom “life looked like one quilt after 
another, stretched out in miles and miles of 
patchwork.” Katy has gay times with her 
brother, Jonathan, and the dog, Puppy Ruff, 
but she doesn’t like patchwork until she joins 
in the quilting party and gets a “crazy quilt” 
for her own spool bed in the new home in 
Vanceboro, Maine. Time: 1870’s. Charming il- 
lustrations by the author. Grades 4-5. 


Honness, Elizabeth. Belinda Balloon and 
the big wind. 1940. n.p. illus. Grosset, 
50c. 


A whimsical story of the children of Feather 
Bed Lane and their good friend, Belinda Bal- 
loon. Action centers around Tim, who gets a 
ride in a basket the day of the Big Wind. Then 
all the children have to sign the pledge to 
Belinda, “I do solemnly promise Belinda Bal- 
loon to keep my feet on the ground”—to which 
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Tim added: “P. 8. Except when I'm climbing a 
tree.’ Colorful illustrations. Grades 2-4, 


Johnson, Siddie Joe. Debby. 1940. 213p. 
illus. Longmans, $2. 


Debby is a little city-bred girl whose par- 
ents live in a trailer in the Texas Gulf coun- 
try while the father writes a book. The trailer 
was a picnic place, but Debby preferred “for- 
ever-and-ever things’ like the farm, the old 
doll, and the rosy glasses that had belonged to 
Mrs. Sander’s mother. Good type; clear type 
page interestingly presented. Simple illustra- 
tions by Ninon MacKnight. Girls—grades 4-5. 


Lamkey, Rosemary. Skittles. 1940. 53p. 
illus. Holt, $1. 


Another lovely and appealing fairy tale by 
the author of The lonely dwarf (BULLETIN 
Feb. 40), illustrated with her full-color illus- 
trations, This is the story of a little old fairy 
woman called Metherkin Goody and her son, 
Skittles, Skittles knew he shouldn’t, but he 
simply could not resist “going wool-gathering.” 
His many adventures and troubles are the most 
important incidents in the story. 


Both in its text and its ilustrations, the story 
of Skittles is even more charming and remem- 
berable than that of Grutchty in the author's 
first book, The lonely dicarf, which was written 
when she was only fourteen. Her books are like 
no others and they have the hallmark of a 
unique and delightful kind of imagination. 
Grades 3-4. 


McKenny, Margaret. How the hurricane 
helped. 1940. n.p. illus. Knopf, $1.25. 


This story of how a hurricane helped two lit- 
tle houses was told to the author by a six- 
year-old boy who had seen the destruction 
caused by the storm in the fall of 1988 on the 
New England coast. There is nothing unpleas- 
ant, for in this story the storm did more good 
than harm. Simple vocabulary. Colored pictures 
of just the right flavor. Small for the price and 
not necessary for libraries of limited funds. 
Grades 2-3, 


Lawson, Robert. They were strong and 
good. 1940. n.p. illus. Viking, $1.50. 


Story episodes in simple prose as though 
written by a young and slightly boastful boy, 
837 superb drawings, six related portraits mater- 
ialize and give a memorable glimpse of “none 
of them were great or famous, but they were 
strong and good’ Americans. With glinting 


humor and a light touch a bit of social history 
is given out of the family album. May have a 
limited appeal to children. Author’s two-fold 
purpose is to create children’s interest in their 
own family trees and to give emphasis to the 
stability of the characters of our forefathers. 
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Shows close relationship of the past and the 
present. Grades 3-5. 


Neikirk, Mabel. Oscar, the trained seal. 
1940. n.p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 


A story-parade picture book for young read- 
ers about the adventures of Mr. Zabriski and 
Oscar, his trained seal, who insisted on travel- 
ing in the bathtub, on their trip to California. 
Clever illustrations, Grades 1-4. 


Neville, Vera. Little Bo. 1940. n.p. illus. 
Nelson, $1. 


Little Bo, who lived in a barrel, was a very 
lonely little boy until the night he found “a 
very best friend in Spats, the raggedy puppy 
with the two black paws. Their luck changed 
when they went to live in Bindle Town with 
Mr. Bindle and his friend, Stuffy, but what 
happened to all of them when Mr. Makemore 
saw Bo’s gold locket was even more important. 
A delightful story with illustrations appealing 
to any young reader. Grades 3-4. 


Nolen, Eleanor Weakley. A job for Jere- 
miah. 1940. 80p. illus. Oxford, $1. 


Jeremiah lived at Mt. Vernon with his Pap- 
py, his Mammy and his sister, Susannah, in 
the days just after the Revolutionary War. 
Everyone else had a regular job, so Jeremiah 
spent much time wondering what he'd like to 
do best when he was big enough. Jeremiah’s 
choice and how he came to it are the impor- 
tant incidents in the story. The author has 
created an appealing hero plus a fascinating 
picture of life at Mt. Vernon based upon accur- 
ate information. Grades 4-5, especially boys. 


O’Brien, Jack. The king and the prin- 
cess. 1940. n.p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 


A delightful little story for young readers 
of the friendship between a police dog and a 
little black cat that had a wooden leg. The 
background is that of the northwest woods, in 
a hunting lodge. An appealing story for any 
child of any age. 


Shinn, Alida Visscher. Children of Ha- 
waii. 1940. n.p. illus. McKay, 50c. 


Patsy has many exciting adventures and her 
days are packed with fun when she spends her 
Hawaiian holiday with her little friend, Ulu- 
Jani, on the Islands. Self-explanatary photo- 
graphs of Hawaiian scenes and other appropri- 
ate illustrations make it an entertaining story 
for children of all ages, 


Tousey, Sanford. Indians of the plains. 
1940. n.p. illus. Rand, $1. 


An interesting narrative of the life of the 
brave and picturesque Indians who once roamed 
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the western plains. Spirited pictures by the 
author further enhance the simple, informative 
text. Will fascinate young readers in the same 
way as did Cowboys of America (BULLETIN, 
D. °39) and Daniel Boone (BULLETIN, Feb. '40). 
Grades 3-4. 


Tousey, Sanford. Stagecoach Sam. 1940. 
54p. illus. Doubleday, $1. 


Another exciting story in a colorful histor- 
ical setting with all the fascination of Sanford 
Tousey’s popular Val rides the Oregon Trail 
(BULLETIN N. ’39) and Cowboy Tommy (BUL- 
LETIN O, °32). Sam took a 20-day stagecoach 
trip with his father from St. Joseph, Missouri, 
to the Nevada Territory. His new adventures, 
especially the one with the Indians. will in- 
trigue the young reader. Colorful and realistic 
illustrations. Grades 3-4. 


Wood, Ray. The American Mother 
Goose. 1940. 109p. illus. Stokes, 
$1.25. 


Jingles and rhymes familiar to all Americans 
young or old. These games, rhymes and rid- 
dles are a part of genuine American folklore. 
Ed Hargis has contributed delightful sketches 
for each jingle, Pre-school, and grades 1-2. 


Grades 5-9 


Brewton, John E. Gaily we parade. 1940. 
218p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 811 or 821 


A fresh and interesting collection of poems 
about people from the author of Under the tent 
of the sky (BULLETIN D. ‘37). Similar in form 
to the first volume, having for each of the 
nineteen groups an introductory page illustra- 
ted in black and white by Robert Lawson. An 
index of authors, one of titles, and other of 
first lines make for greater usefulness of the 
colllection. Grades 3-7. 


Edmonds, Mary D. Out of the net. 1940. 
254p. illus. Oxford, $2. 


Absorbing, realistic story of cod fishing at 
Mitey Cove, a small community in Newfound- 
land. Jorley O’Hagen, whose family loved and 
were proud of their skill as cod fishermen. 
hated the life and wanted to escape from it. 
How he helped bring some fish thieves to 
justice and realized his dream makes fascinat- 
ing reading. The fisher folk, their way of life. 
and their customs are described with warm 
understanding. Might precede Dinwoodie. 
Storms on the Labrador (BULLETIN My. ’38). 
Attractive illustrations and end papers. Grades 
7-8. 


Elms, F. Raymond. Rivers of the world. 
1940. 80p. illus, A. Whitman, $2. 910 
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Stories with simple text giving the history 
and important commercial characteristics about 
fifteen of the largest and most well-known 
rivers of the world. Each separate narrative is 
accompanied by a full color map and color pic- 
tures showing typical river scenes. Reference 
book in picture book style. Index. Of use to 
boys and girls in intermediate grades. 


Kauffman, Erle. Kingdom of the trees. 
1940. 128p. illus. Reilly, $2. 582 


The naturalness of the Old Forester as he 
informally tells the children about the trees 
makes for pleasant reading, while at the same 
time there is a large amount of information 
about each tree, scientific and historical. Such 
a book will encourage observation as well as 
lend itself to the study of conservation. 

The six pages at the end of the book give 
tables for true identification, something which 
will be of great value to Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, and all out-of-door excursionists, Grades 


rd 
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Lenski, Lois. Blueberry corners. 1940. 
209p. illus. Stokes, $2. 


A lively and truthful picture of life in a 
minister's family living in the Connecticut hill 
country in the 1840's. It is a story of cheer- 
fulness in adversity, and of courage, hope and 
trust in spite of poverty and discouragement. 
The coming of the first train to Naugatuck 
Valley and Becky’s determination to observe 
the first Christmas at Blueberry Corners are 
the highlights of the book. The illustrations 
add to the feeling of reality built up in the 
text by the mass of historical detail and make 
the book a perfect unit. Grades 5-7. 


McCreery, James Lindsay. Exploring the 
earth and its life. 1940. 312p. illus. 
Stokes, $2.50. 590.7 


A revised and enlarged edition of 1933 vol- 
ume. (BULLETIN Feb. ’34). An added chapter 
on the mammals of Africa, increased material 
on mammals of Asia, a chapter on stars, and 
an index which makes the present edition of 
greater reference value, are among the impor- 
tant features of the revision. The chapter on 
astronomy furnishes a background for visits to 
a planetarium, and the book will add to the 
interest of a visit to a museum of natural his- 
tory. Grades 6-8. 


Meek, Major S. P. Gustav, a son of 
Franz. 1940. 296p. illus. Penn, $2. 


As in Franz, a dog of the police (BULLETIN 
Apr. °86) this story of Gustav, a big Dober- 
mann-Pinscher, shows’ the intelligence and loy- 
alty of a dog trained to assist the police. It 
also brings out the methods used in training 
him for this dangerous work. The adventures 
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both 


and girls 


of Gustav will interest boys 


12 and over. 


Morgan, Len. Klondike adventure. 1940. 
199p. illus. Nelson, $1.50. 


In 1910, before the era of airplanes and 
radios, Ted Baker left Pennsylvania and spent 
the winter in the Kiondike gold fields at his 
Uncle Bert’s mine. Ted is a likeable lad with 
2 boy’s natural instinct of curiosity. His many 
adventures give the reader an exciting picture 
of life in the Arctic as well as much informa- 
tion on geology and gold mining. The author, a 
geologist, once did exploratory work in the 
Klondike for a Canadian gold mining company. 
Boys, grades 7-8. 


Parton, Ethel. The lost locket. 1940. 
8317p. illus. Viking, $2. 
Events in old Newburyport of the 1830's 


have been made to seem as exciting as they do 
today and wits were as sparkling and full of 
fun in this story of Nap Dobie and his friends. 
The element of mystery in the daring highway 
robbery is solved by the gold locket which 
served as a direct clue. The characters are 
strong and well drawn in this gossipy, eventful 
story spiced with Miss Parton’s dry, demure, 
bubbling humor which is pure New England. 
Sturdy format. Pictures fit narrative perfectly. 
Grades 5-7. 


Peterson, Alvin M. Wild bird neighbors. 
1940. 283p. illus. Bruce, $2. 598 


Accounts of personal experiences with birds, 
and observations which are the results of first 
hand studies. While not an identification man- 
ual, the author frequently brings our certain 
characteristics which will help the enthusiastic 
amateur in making important distinctions when 
trying to identify a particular bird. Something 
like 35 different birds are noted, all familiar 
to the Middle West. Grades 5-6 and above. 


Proudfit, Isabel. River-boy; the story of 
Mark Twain. 1940. 247p. illus. Mess- 
ner, $2.50. 921 


Samuel Clemens, better known by his pen 
name Mark Twain, as a boy and man led a 
very lively and entertaining life. Here are por- 
trayed the people and experiences behind his 
very popular books. Written with humor. W. C. 
Nims’ black and white pictures are charming. 
Will interest girls as well as boys of junior 
and high school age. 


Snedeker, Caroline Dale. The white isle. 
1940. 271p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 
Lavinia, the daughter of a Roman noble ex- 


iled from Hadrian’s Rome, makes the trip to 
Great Britain, the white isle, with her family. 


January, 1941 


To the patrician Claudian family the new land 
is barbaric, but to Lavinia it spells adventure 
and strange enchantment Miss Snedecker binds 
together the traditions of the earliest Chris- 
tians of Britain with the highest culture of 
the Roman Empire. Excellent supplementary 
reading for Latin and ancient history classes. 
For all libraries. High school students. 


Summers, Richard Aldrich. Conquerors 
of the river. 1939. 195p. illus. Ox- 
ford, $2. 


An interesting account, in story form, of the 
first successful expedition down the Colorado 
ltiver, based upon the diary of Major Powell. 
geologist and one-armed veteran of the Civil 
War, who brought his adventurous companions 
through the last fierce rapids and canyon after 
nu journey fraught with danger and froubles. 
A. vivid description of the wonders of the 
Grand Canyon. Toys—Junior high and above 


Waldeck, Theodore J. On safari. 1940. 
208p. Viking, $2.50. 916 


A famous explorer tells of some of his ad- 
ventures in Africa from his first expedition 
when, in his ignorance, he made humiliating 
mistakes to his initiation into the Secret Or- 
der of the Lion Men of the Masai, Black At- 
rica’s stamp of approval, The episodes, taken 
from five different expeditions, give much fas- 
cinating, and sometimes amusing, information 
about African animals, as well as what it 
takes in the way of knowledge and skill to be 
an explorer. Kurt Wiese has captured the ro- 
mance of the African veldt in his illustrations, 


Wilder, Laura Ingalls. The long winter. 
1940. 325p. illus. Harper, $2. 


Further experiences of the Ingalls family 
who in On the shores of Silver Lake (TUr- 
LETIN D. °59) took up a homestead in the 
Dakota territory. Here is the story of the win 
ter of 1880-81 that set in with hay barely har- 
vested and lasted without a break until the 
town could celebrate Christmas in May. Is a 
clear record of the hardships and simple pleas- 
ures of the pioneers which will supplement a 
school unit on the subject. Grades 5-8, 


White, Alice G. and Tobitt, Janet E. 
The saucy sailor; and other drama- 
tized ballads. 1940. 185p. illus. mu- 
sic. Dutton, $2. 784 


The companion book to Dramatized ballads 
(Booklist 34:34, S. 15 °87). Each of the fifteen 
ballads is accompanied by musical score and 
complete directions for the presentation. Valu- 
able to club leaders, dramatic clubs and recrea- 
tion centers looking for dramatic material for 
children from about twelve up. 

















January, 1941 


Young, Stanley. Young Hickory. 1940. 
271p. Farrar, $2. 921 


This biography of the “frontier boyhood and 
youth of Andrew Jackson” takes him from his 
twelfth year up to his marriage. The author 
says “history has been fictionized only in 
those instances where the facts are open to 
dispute and conjecture.” He has succeeded in 
presenting a dramatic and vivid portrait of 
young Jackson, his courage, energy, ambition, 
love of country, at the same time retaining the 
spirit and color of the time. Well written, with 
striking illustrations. Grades 6-9. 


Of interest to Young People and Adults 


Condon, Helen B. Two career girls. 
1940. 3038p. illus. Penn, $2. 


Gail Adams joins her friend Nancy after the 
latter suggests they open Cherry Knoll, her 
aunt’s farm in Northern Michigan. for tourist 
trade. To Gail it means an opportunity to show 
her dependability and self-reliance and to earn 
the extra money needed for college. During the 
summer the girls also find time to open a small 
library, to solve an old mystery and to thor- 
eughly enjoy the outdoor life. High school girls, 


Haven, Violet Sweet. Many ports of call. 
1940. 250p. illus. Longmans, $3. 910 


Autobiographical-travel-carcer book ef a girl 
born on a remote mountain farm in the North- 
west who found careers in teaching, journal- 
ism, and managed to travel all over the world. 
A fine addition to any travel collection. 


Lamprey, Louise. The story of cookery. 
1940. 262p. illus. Stokes, $2. 641 


The evolution of the art of cooking from 
primitive to modern life in a uniquely interest- 
ing manner. Facts relating food to social life 
are given with fascinating bits of information 
on the origin of terms, customs, and of famous 
old recipes with an occasional one given in 
detail as well as where they have had mention 
in English literature. Index and bibligraphy 
make this a useful supplementary reference 
tool for junior high school and above, 


McMurtrie, Douglas C. Wings for words. 
1940. 175p. illus. Rand, $2. 921 


A fascinating and dramatic story of the life 
and the trials and tribulations of Johann 
Gutenberg in giving one of the greatest inven- 
tions in the history of mankind, the printing 
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press, making “wings for words” to spread 
knowledge and new ideas to all corners of the 
globe. The publication of this volume comes at 
the time of the celebration of the 500th an- 
niversary of printing, and the author. artist 
and publisher have made it a fitting tribute to 
the “father of printing’ and his great inven- 
tion. Will be enjoyed by young and old alike. 


Mills, Winifred H. and Dunn, Louise M. 
The story of old dolls and how to 
make new ones. 1940. 234 p. illus. 
Doubleday, $2.50. 649.5 


The story of dolls through the ages begins 
with what is known of the dolls of the ancients 
based upon findings in ancient places of bur- 
ial, and continues the aecount of dolls from 
the fifth century to the present. Halftones il- 
lustrate the work, and the book is a most valu- 
able contribution to the subject, especially 
where there is interest in doll collections. The 
second part of the book is taken up with the 
art of doll making, giving instructions on the 
use of a large variety of materials such as 
wire, papier-mache, plastic wood, corn husks. 
For grade 5 and older, including adults. 


Olcott, Frances Jenkins. The bridge of 
caravans. 1940. 167p. photo, reprod. 
maps. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $2. 

915.69 


A guidebook to the Near East Bible Lands 
of Turkey, Syria and Palestine. A combination 
of personal adventures, interesting references 
to the places and peoples visited, and some ac- 
count of their very early history. The many 
Riblical references as well as the recreation of 
the past and the great personalities of this 
land of the Bible make the book useful for 
teachers and Bible students. Style of writing 
is occasionally confusing and difficult to fol- 
low. Index for ready reference. Some of the 
material has appeared in the Sunday School 
Times. and is here re-published in amplified 
form. 


Correction 


Wyeth, N. C., ed. Great stories of the 
sea and ships. 1940. 431p. illus. Mc- 
Kay, $2.50. 808.8 


The illustrations in this book are those of 
Peter Hurd, and not as given in the original 
annotation of the Bulletin for October, ‘40, 
when they were incorrectly attributed to 
Wyeth. 


